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Abstract. Speech culture is one of the most important indicators of a child’s overall development
and social adaptation. The preschool period is considered a crucial stage in the formation of speech
competence, communication skills, and language behavior. This article examines the pedagogical
and psychological conditions necessary for the formation of speech culture in preschool children.
Particular attention is paid to the role of the family, preschool educational institutions, educators,
and the language environment in developing correct, expressive, and meaningful speech. The study
also highlights effective methods and approaches that contribute to the development of speech
culture among preschool-aged children.
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Introduction

The development of speech is one of the fundamental aspects of early childhood education and
upbringing. Speech serves as the primary means of communication, learning, social interaction, and
cognitive development. Through speech, children express their thoughts, emotions, needs, and
experiences while establishing relationships with others.

The preschool period is characterized by intensive language acquisition and rapid speech
development. During these years, children not only expand their vocabulary but also learn
grammatical structures, pronunciation norms, communication etiquette, and expressive language
skills. Therefore, creating favorable conditions for the formation of speech culture is an essential
task of both families and preschool educational institutions.

In modern society, where communication plays a central role in personal and professional success,
the development of speech culture has become increasingly important. Preschool education must
therefore provide opportunities for children to acquire the language skills necessary for effective
communication and future academic achievement.

The Concept of Speech Culture

Speech culture refers to the ability to use language correctly, clearly, appropriately, and effectively
in various communication situations. It encompasses pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar,
expressiveness, communication etiquette, and the ability to convey ideas coherently.

For preschool children, speech culture involves mastering the norms of their native language,
developing coherent speech, and learning socially acceptable forms of communication. A child with
a well-developed speech culture can communicate confidently, understand others effectively, and
participate actively in social interactions.

Speech culture is closely connected with overall personality development. It influences cognitive
processes, emotional expression, social adaptation, and academic readiness. Therefore, the
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formation of speech culture should be considered an integral component of preschool education.
The Importance of Speech Culture in Preschool Education

The development of speech culture contributes significantly to children's intellectual and social
growth. Effective communication enables children to interact successfully with peers and adults,
express their needs, and participate in educational activities.

Speech culture also supports cognitive development. Through language, children acquire
knowledge, develop thinking skills, and organize their understanding of the world. Rich vocabulary
and coherent speech facilitate learning and problem-solving activities.

Furthermore, speech culture influences emotional development. Children who can express their
feelings and thoughts clearly experience fewer communication difficulties and develop stronger
self-confidence.

The formation of speech culture during preschool years provides a foundation for successful school
adaptation and future educational achievement.

The Role of the Family in Speech Development

The family serves as the first and most influential environment for speech development. From birth,
children are exposed to language through interactions with parents and other family members.
Parents contribute to speech culture formation by engaging in meaningful conversations, reading
books, telling stories, and encouraging children to express themselves. A rich linguistic environment
stimulates vocabulary growth and supports language acquisition.

Positive communication within the family promotes the development of correct pronunciation,
grammatical accuracy, and communication etiquette. Children often imitate the speech patterns of
adults; therefore, parents should serve as positive language models.

Family traditions, storytelling practices, and daily conversations also contribute to the development
of speech culture by exposing children to diverse linguistic experiences.

The Educational Environment of Preschool Institutions

Preschool educational institutions play a crucial role in supporting speech development. Educators
create structured learning environments that provide opportunities for communication, language
practice, and speech enrichment.

A language-rich environment includes books, visual materials, educational games, storytelling
activities, and opportunities for group interaction. Such environments encourage children to
communicate actively and develop confidence in their speaking abilities.

Teachers should organize educational activities that promote vocabulary expansion, grammatical
development, and coherent speech. Storytelling, role-playing, discussions, and language games are
particularly effective in fostering speech culture.

The quality of educator-child interactions significantly influences speech development. Respectful,
supportive, and engaging communication encourages children to participate actively in
conversations and express their ideas freely.

Pedagogical Conditions for the Formation of Speech Culture

Several pedagogical conditions are essential for the successful development of speech culture
among preschool children.

Creating a Favorable Language Environment

Children require regular exposure to rich and meaningful language experiences. A supportive
language environment encourages active communication and provides opportunities for language
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exploration.

Systematic Speech Development Activities

Speech development should be integrated into daily educational activities. Consistent practice helps
children improve pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar, and communication skills.

Individualized Approach

Each child develops language skills at a unique pace. Educators should consider individual
differences and provide appropriate support based on children’'s developmental needs.
Encouragement of Communication

Children should be encouraged to express their opinions, ask questions, and participate in
discussions. Positive reinforcement increases motivation and confidence in communication.
Integration of Speech Development Across Activities

Language learning should be incorporated into play, art, music, physical education, and other
educational experiences. Integrated approaches create natural opportunities for speech practice.
The Role of Play in Speech Culture Formation

Play is one of the most effective means of speech development during preschool years. Through
play activities, children engage in meaningful communication, negotiate roles, solve problems, and
express ideas.

Role-playing games provide opportunities for children to practice different forms of communication
and expand their vocabulary. Dramatic play encourages the use of expressive language and supports
narrative development.

Language games, riddles, rhymes, and word activities contribute to phonological awareness,
pronunciation improvement, and vocabulary enrichment. Play-based learning creates enjoyable and
motivating contexts for speech development.

Literature and Storytelling as Tools for Speech Development

Children's literature plays a significant role in the formation of speech culture. Reading stories
exposes children to rich vocabulary, correct grammatical structures, and expressive language.
Storytelling activities help children develop listening comprehension, imagination, and narrative
skills. Retelling stories encourages coherent speech and strengthens memory.

Poetry, fairy tales, and folk stories also contribute to speech development by introducing children
to rhythmic language patterns and cultural traditions.

Regular engagement with literature fosters a love of language and promotes lifelong literacy
development.

The Influence of Digital Technologies

Modern technologies have become increasingly important in children's lives. Educational digital
resources can support speech development when used appropriately.

Interactive language applications, educational videos, and digital storytelling tools provide
additional opportunities for vocabulary learning and communication practice. However, technology
should complement rather than replace direct human interaction.

Face-to-face communication remains essential for developing speech culture, emotional
understanding, and social communication skills.

Educators and parents should ensure a balanced approach that combines traditional language
experiences with carefully selected digital resources.

Challenges in Speech Culture Development
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Several factors may hinder the formation of speech culture in preschool children. Limited
communication opportunities, insufficient language stimulation, excessive screen time, and speech
disorders can negatively affect language development.

Some children may experience difficulties related to pronunciation, vocabulary acquisition, or social
communication. Early identification and intervention are essential for addressing such challenges.
Collaboration between educators, parents, speech therapists, and psychologists can help provide
comprehensive support for children experiencing speech difficulties.

Conclusion

The formation of speech culture in preschool children is a complex and multifaceted process that
requires favorable educational, social, and psychological conditions. Speech culture serves as a
foundation for successful communication, cognitive development, social adaptation, and future
academic achievement.

The family and preschool educational institutions play complementary roles in creating
environments that support language development. Through meaningful communication, play,
literature, structured educational activities, and positive adult interactions, children acquire the skills
necessary for effective communication.

By providing rich language experiences and implementing appropriate pedagogical strategies,
educators and parents can contribute significantly to the development of speech culture and the
overall growth of preschool children.
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