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Annotation. This article explores the vital role of pragmatic, sociolinguistic, and strategic
competence in foreign language teaching, advocating for a shift from traditional grammar-
focused approaches towards a more communicative and learner-centered pedagogy. It examines
each competence in detail, outlining their key features, challenges, and pedagogical
implications. By fostering these skills, educators can equip learners with the ability to
communicate effectively, appropriately, and strategically in real-world situations, fostering
intercultural understanding and promoting lifelong language learning.

AOcTpakTHBIH. B 3TOll cTarhbe paccMaTpuBaeTcsi BakKHAsi pOJb MParMaTHYECKON
COLIMOJTMHTBUCTHYECKOW M CTPATETHYECKOW KOMIIETEHTHOCTH B OOYYEHHH HWHOCTPAaHHOMY
A3BIKY, MPONOTaHAUPYA HEPEXOoJ OT TPAJAUIMOHHBIX I'PaMMAaTUYCCKHU- OPHUCHTHUPOBAHHBIX
MOJX0/I0B K O0siee KOMMYHUKAaTHBHON W OPUEHTUPOBAHHON HA YYaIMXCS IEJaroruke.
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Introduction:

The traditional focus on grammatical accuracy in foreign language teaching often
overlooks the crucial aspects of language use in real-world contexts. To truly equip learners
with the ability to communicate effectively, educators must address the complexities of
pragmatic, sociolinguistic, and strategic competence. This article argues that these competences
are essential for successful language acquisition, promoting not just fluency but also cultural
understanding and strategic communication skills.

Definition: Pragmatic competence encompasses the ability to understand and use
language appropriately in different social contexts. It involves recognizing and applying implicit
rules of communication, such as politeness, humor, and irony, and understanding the intention
behind spoken or written utterances.

Challenges: Pragmatic competence presents significant challenges for learners due to the
implicit nature of these rules and the cultural variations they often reflect.

Explicit Instruction: Teachers can provide explicit instruction on pragmatic features like
politeness markers, turn-taking conventions, and the use of idioms and proverbs.

Role-Plays and Simulations: Create realistic scenarios where learners practice applying
pragmatic skills in various social situations.

Analyzing Authentic Materials: Engage learners in analyzing authentic texts and dialogues
to identify and interpret pragmatic features.

Sociolinguistic Competence: Understanding the Social Context

Definition: Sociolinguistic competence involves recognizing and using language
appropriately according to the social context, including factors like social status, relationships,
and cultural norms. It encompasses awareness of regional dialects, sociolects, and registers.

Challenges: Learners often struggle with navigating the complexities of sociolinguistic
variations and understanding the social implications of language choices. Introducing Cultural
Context: Provide learners with background information on the target culture, its values, and
social norms. Analyzing Real-World Texts: Use authentic texts and media to highlight
sociolinguistic variations and their social significance.
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Promoting Cultural Awareness: Encourage learners to compare and contrast cultural
practices and language use in their own culture and the target culture.

Strategic Competence: Navigating Communication Challenges

Definition: Strategic competence refers to the learner’s ability to overcome
communication breakdowns and adapt their language use effectively. It involves employing
strategies like paraphrasing, asking for clarification, and utilizing nonverbal cues.

Challenges: Learners often lack the confidence or strategies to navigate situations where
they encounter communication difficulties. Developing Self-Monitoring Skills: Encourage
learners to reflect on their own communication and identify potential areas for improvement.
Provide learners with specific strategies for handling communication breakdowns, such as
asking for repetition, rephrasing, or using visual aids.

Creating “Low-Anxiety” Environments: Foster a safe and supportive classroom
environment where learners feel comfortable taking risks and practicing communication
strategies.

A Holistic Approach

Integration of Competences: These three competences are not isolated but intertwined,
influencing and enriching each other. Pragmatic understanding informs sociolinguistic
awareness, while strategic competence helps learners apply both effectively. Fostering these
competences contributes to learner autonomy, empowering them to take ownership of their
language learning journey and become more independent communicators. Developing these
competences extends beyond classroom settings, equipping learners with the skills they need to
communicate effectively and adapt to diverse contexts throughout their lives. Some type of
offering tasks that require learners to overcome communication breakdowns using various
strategies. Explicitly teaching learners specific communication strategies ,such as paraphrasing
and negotiation of meaning.

Conclusion:

Developing pragmatic, sociolinguistic, and strategic competence is vital for successful
foreign language teaching. By shifting the focus beyond grammar towards communication,
cultural understanding, and strategic language use, educators can empower learners to become
confident and effective communicators in the globalized world. This holistic approach not only
promotes language acquisition but also fosters intercultural understanding and personal growth,
shaping learners into adaptable, resourceful, and lifelong language learners. This article offers
a comprehensive framework for understanding the vital role of pragmatic, sociolinguistic, and
strategic competence in foreign language teaching. Further research can explore specific
pedagogical strategies for developing each competence, as well as investigate the impact of
these competences on intercultural communication, learner motivation, and overall language
acquisition.
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